This week we're focusing on states and the concepts of sovereignty, power and governance. There are vast differences between strong states like the US and weak states like Syria. This week, you have two options for your forum question. Answer just one of the questions below and be sure to address all the components for full credit.
Choice 1:  After reviewing the following sites from the Council on Foreign Relations, explain why Syria is considered a weak or even failing state: 
· https://www.cfr.org/interactives/syrias-civil-war-descent-into-horror#!/syrias-civil-war-descent-into-horror
· https://www.cfr.org/interactive/womens-participation-in-peace-processes/syria
· https://www.cfr.org/middle-east-and-north-africa/syria
Define the terms you use, such as weak and failed state (use our Lessons or the reading by Wilkinson). Please be sure to support your thoughts with references to the course materials and please be sure to use Turabian style citations (author date). 
ANSWER 
Choice 2:  As explained in the Week 4 lesson notes, IGOs are supranational organizations that are heavily connected to regional or international security and international law. A prime example is the UN. Today, the UN is involved in a number of peacekeeping missions around the world. For this option, please visit the UN peacekeeping page here and choose one current or past mission to focus on. For that mission, address these specific questions for full credit: 
· Why did the mission form?
The UN was formed in 1945 and its main mission is maintain international peace and security and to develop friendly relations among nations. The idea was to promote social progress and make better living standards which take care of human rights. This mission was formed during the Second World War and 51 countries were committed to it . The chosen mission is the United Nations Operations in Congo- ONUC (https://peacekeeping.un.org/sites/default/files/past/onuc.htm). The mission began on July 1960 and ended in June 1964. It was formed to maintain peace and help the country gain political stability and territorial integrity.  
· What states have been the main contributors to the mission? Why do you think they are contributing? 
The following are the main contributors of the United Nations’ ONUC mission.
Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Ceylon, Denmark, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Liberia, Malaya, Federation of Mali, Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Sweden, Tunisia, United Arab Republic and Yugoslavia 
[From February 1963 to the end of the operation, a battalion of the Congolese National Army was incorporated in ONUC]
The countries contribute to help the mission to meet its peacekeeping mission and support it in promoting social progress across the globe. On the other hand, it is a way of gaining political strength which is important for states in trade etc. 
· Did the mission end? If so, why? 
The mission came to an end. Most of the peace keeping missions came to an end because the task of helping the Congolese Government to restore peace was met. The government was able to gain political independence and territorial integrity. Political stability is also important in the peace making deals which the organization was working on. The organization has unique strengths which helped it to push its missions such as burden sharing, legitimacy and addressing peace through the deployment of troops and police. In 1963 the mission came to an end after Katanga was reintegrated into the Congo national territory. That is when the phasing out of the Forces began. The mission was later terminated at the end of the year. However, the Congolese Government authorized the General Assembly to keep behind a reduced number of troops for further six months when the force was completely withdrawn by 30th June 1964 (Gaudiosi, 2019). 
· If there is one lesson to take from the UN mission, what is it? 
The mission was unique and involved humanitarian help. Civilian aid is important and despite the troops being on the ground, the mission also provides specialized experts to help the locals. This is a good lesson that can be taken from the mission. Helping the locals with basic needs such as food is essential and adds to the military aid. 
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